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Suspend the Rules And Pass the Bill, H.R. 512, with Amendments

(The amendments strike all after the enacting clause and insert a
new text and a new title)

115TH CONGRESS
SO HLR. 512

To title 38, United States Code, to permit veterans to grant access to
their records in the databases of the Veterans Benefits Administration
to certain designated congressional employees, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 12, 2017
Mr. Yoo (for himself, Mr. RODNEY Davis of Illinois, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
DELANEY, Mr. BABIN, Mr. Bisoopr of Michigan, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
Costa, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr. DESJARLATS, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. FLORES,
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. GiBBS, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. GOSAR, Mr.
Harrrs, Mr. Hinn, Mr. JoNES, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. KING of lowa,
Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. ROsKAM, Mr. MasT, Mr. YOUNG of lowa, Mr.
NoraN, Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Ms. McSALLy, Mr. BUucHANAN, Mr.
CROWLEY, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr. Bacon, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr.
KINZINGER, Mr. COURTNEY, Mrs. Bustos, Mr. EMMER, Mr. REED, Mrs.
NarorLiTaNo, Mr. HIMES, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. Bisnor
of Utah, Mr. DavID ScorT of Georgia, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. SAM
JONNSON of Texas, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama,
Mr. WrrtTMAN, Mr. FArReENTOOLD, Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mr.
SABLAN, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. GroroMaN, Mr. CoLe, Mr. TiproN, Mr. BERA, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. CONYERS, Ms.
Lrg, Ms. KAPTUR, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. FRANCIS ROO-
NEY of Florida, Mr. BRIDENSTINE, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. McCAuUL, Mr.
Rust, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. BARR, Mr. RaTCLIFFE, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. POE
of Texas, Mr. MrrciiELL, Mr. MARSIIALL, Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, Mrs.
Love, Mr. MARINO, Mr. Massig, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. MESSER, Mr.
PEARCE, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. TroMas J. ROONEY of Florida, Mr. ROYCE
of California, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. ABRAIAM, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. BRAT,
Mr. Crist, Mr. Faso, Mr. CURBELO of Florida, Ms. GABBARD, Mr.
GAETZ, Mr. PERRY, Mr. CoOK, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. Bucsoon, Mr.
OLsoN, Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, Ms.
RoOs-LEHTINEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PaLAZzz0, Mr. JopY B. HICE of Geor-
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gia, Mr. THompsoN of Pennsylvania, Mr. Smrro of Missouri, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. SoT0, Mr. DUNN, Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia,
Mr. GrirriTH, Mr. HURD, Mr. LANCE, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. LAWSON of
Florida, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. SIRES, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. LaHoOD, Mr.
FERGUSON, Mr. COMER, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. GowDy, Mr. BosT, Mr. MEAD-
ows, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mr.
VALADAO, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. SCHNEIDER,
Mr. WALBERG, Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. SEAN
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. GurTHRIE, Mr. Issa, Ms. Jupy
Cau of Califorma, Mr. Bicas, Mr. DESANTIS, and Mr. ENGEL) intro-
duced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs

A BILL

To title 38, United States Code, to permit veterans to grant
access to their records in the databases of the Veterans
Benefits Administration to certain designated congres-

sional employees, and for other purposes.

[E—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Working to Integrate
Networks Guaranteeing Member Access Now Act” or the
“WINGMAN Act”.

SEC. 2. PROVISION OF ACCESS TO CASE-TRACKING INFOR-

MATION.

NolNe B e N, e~ L OV R \O)

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 59 of title 38, United

[S—
)

States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-

IT lowing:
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“§ 5906. Access of certain congressional employees to
veteran records

“(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) The Secretary shall provide
to each veteran who submits a claim for benefits under
the laws administered by the Secretary an opportunity to
permit a covered congressional employee employed in the
office of the Member of Congress representing the district
where the veteran resides to have access to all of the
records of the veteran in the databases of the Veterans
Benefits Administration.

“(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
upon receipt of the permission from the veteran under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall provide read-only ac-
cess to such records to such a covered congressional em-
ployee in a manner that does not allow such employee to
modify the data contained in such records or in any part
of a database of the Veterans Benefits Administration.

“(3) A Member of Congress may designate not more
than two employees of the Member as covered congres-

sional employees.

“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary may not im-
pose any requirement other than the requirements speci-
fied under subsection (e)(1) before treating an employee

as a covered congressional employee for purposes of this

section.
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1 “(¢) NONRECOGNITION.—A covered congressional
2 employee may not be recognized as an agent or attorney
3 under this chapter.

4 “(d) LiMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—None of the
5 amounts made available to carry out this section may be
6 used to design, develop, or administer any training for
7 purposes of providing training to covered congressional
8 employees.

9 “(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
10 “(1) The term ‘covered congressional employee’
11 means a permanent, full-time employee of a Member
12 of Congress—

13 “(A) whose responsibilities include assist-
14 ing the constituents of the Member with issues
15 regarding departments or agencies of the Ked-
16 eral Government;

17 “(B) who satisfies the criteria required by
18 the Secretary for recognition as an agent or at-
19 torney under this chapter; and
20 “(C) who is designated by the Member of
21 Congress as a covered congressional employee
22 for purposes of this section.
23 “(2) The term ‘database of the Veterans Bene-
24 fits Administration” means any database of the Vet-
25 erans Benefits Administration in which the records
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of veterans relating to claims for benefits under the
laws administered by the Secretary are retained, in-
cluding information regarding medical records, com-
pensation and pension exams records, rating deci-
sions, statements of the case, supplementary state-
ments of the case, notices of disagreement, Form—
9, and any successor form.

“(3) The term ‘Member of Congress’ means a
Representative, a Senator, a Delegate to Congress,
or the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections
at the beginning of such chapter is amended by adding
at the end the following new item:

“5906. Access of certain congressional employees to veteran records.”.

No

(¢) NO AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
additional funds are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section or the amendments made by this
section. This section and such amendments may only be
carried out using amounts otherwise authorized to be ap-
propriated, of which, during the period of fiscal years
2018 through 2021, not more than $10,000,000 may be
obligated or expended for such purpose.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to permit veterans to grant ac-
cess to their records in the databases of the Veterans
Benefits Administration to certain designated congres-

sional employees, and for other purposes.”.
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 [Discussion Draft] 
 Suspend the Rules And Pass the Bill, H.R. 512, with Amendments  
 (The amendments strike all after the enacting clause and insert a new text and a new title) 
    
 (Original Signature of Member) 
 [DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
  
  
 
  
 I 
 115th CONGRESS  1st Session 
 H. R. 512 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
 January 12, 2017 
  Mr. Yoho (for himself,  Mr. Rodney Davis of Illinois,  Ms. Sinema,  Mr. Delaney,  Mr. Babin,  Mr. Bishop of Michigan,  Mrs. Blackburn,  Mr. Costa,  Mr. Davidson,  Mr. DesJarlais,  Mrs. Dingell,  Mr. Flores,  Mr. Franks of Arizona,  Mr. Gibbs,  Mr. Gohmert,  Mr. Gosar,  Mr. Harris,  Mr. Hill,  Mr. Jones,  Mr. Joyce of Ohio,  Mr. King of Iowa,  Ms. Shea-Porter,  Mr. Roskam,  Mr. Mast,  Mr. Young of Iowa,  Mr. Nolan,  Mr. Rogers of Kentucky,  Ms. McSally,  Mr. Buchanan,  Mr. Crowley,  Mr. Cárdenas,  Mr. Bacon,  Mrs. Comstock,  Mr. Kinzinger,  Mr. Courtney,  Mrs. Bustos,  Mr. Emmer,  Mr. Reed,  Mrs. Napolitano,  Mr. Himes,  Mr. Rutherford,  Mrs. Black,  Mr. Bishop of Utah,  Mr. David Scott of Georgia,  Mr. Blumenauer,  Mr. Sam Johnson of Texas,  Ms. Frankel of Florida,  Mr. Rogers of Alabama,  Mr. Wittman,  Mr. Farenthold,  Mr. Rice of South Carolina,  Mr. Sablan,  Ms. Jackson Lee,  Mr. Carter of Georgia,  Mrs. Beatty,  Mr. Allen,  Mr. Grothman,  Mr. Cole,  Mr. Tipton,  Mr. Bera,  Mr. Cummings,  Mr. Lowenthal,  Mrs. Radewagen,  Mr. Conyers,  Ms. Lee,  Ms. Kaptur,  Mrs. Hartzler,  Mr. Gallego,  Mr. Francis Rooney of Florida,  Mr. Bridenstine,  Mr. Barletta,  Mr. McCaul,  Mr. Rush,  Mr. Byrne,  Mr. Barr,  Mr. Ratcliffe,  Mr. Rouzer,  Mr. Poe of Texas,  Mr. Mitchell,  Mr. Marshall,  Mrs. Brooks of Indiana,  Mrs. Love,  Mr. Marino,  Mr. Massie,  Mr. Meehan,  Mr. Messer,  Mr. Pearce,  Mr. Rokita,  Mr. Thomas J. Rooney of Florida,  Mr. Royce of California,  Mr. Thompson of California,  Mr. Weber of Texas,  Mr. Wilson of South Carolina,  Mr. Abraham,  Mr. Bergman,  Mr. Brat,  Mr. Crist,  Mr. Faso,  Mr. Curbelo of Florida,  Ms. Gabbard,  Mr. Gaetz,  Mr. Perry,  Mr. Cook,  Mrs. Wagner,  Mr. Bucshon,  Mr. Olson,  Mr. Duncan of Tennessee,  Mr. Mooney of West Virginia,  Ms. Ros-Lehtinen,  Mr. Peters,  Mr. Palazzo,  Mr. Jody B. Hice of Georgia,  Mr. Thompson of Pennsylvania,  Mr. Smith of Missouri,  Mr. Cramer,  Mr. Donovan,  Mr. DeSaulnier,  Mr. Soto,  Mr. Dunn,  Mr. Graves of Louisiana,  Mr. Lewis of Minnesota,  Mr. Collins of Georgia,  Mr. Griffith,  Mr. Hurd,  Mr. Lance,  Mr. LaMalfa,  Mr. Lawson of Florida,  Mr. Newhouse,  Mr. Sires,  Mr. Shimkus,  Mr. LaHood,  Mr. Ferguson,  Mr. Comer,  Mr. Meeks,  Mr. Gowdy,  Mr. Bost,  Mr. Meadows,  Mr. Duncan of South Carolina,  Mr. Kelly of Mississippi,  Mr. Valadao,  Mrs. McMorris Rodgers,  Mr. Cicilline,  Mr. Schneider,  Mr. Walberg,  Mr. Swalwell of California,  Mr. Grijalva,  Mr. Sean Patrick Maloney of New York,  Mr. Guthrie,  Mr. Issa,  Ms. Judy Chu of California,  Mr. Biggs,  Mr. DeSantis, and  Mr. Engel) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the  Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
 
 A BILL 
 To title 38, United States Code, to permit veterans to grant access to their records in the databases of the Veterans Benefits Administration to certain designated congressional employees, and for other purposes. 
 
  
  1. Short title This Act may be cited as the   Working to Integrate Networks Guaranteeing Member Access Now Act or the   WINGMAN Act. 
  2. Provision of access to case-tracking information 
  (a) In general Chapter 59 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following: 
  
  5906. Access of certain congressional employees to veteran records 
  (a) In general 
  (1) The Secretary shall provide to each veteran who submits a claim for benefits under the laws administered by the Secretary an opportunity to permit a covered congressional employee employed in the office of the Member of Congress representing the district where the veteran resides to have access to all of the records of the veteran in the databases of the Veterans Benefits Administration. 
  (2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, upon receipt of the permission from the veteran under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall provide read-only access to such records to such a covered congressional employee in a manner that does not allow such employee to modify the data contained in such records or in any part of a database of the Veterans Benefits Administration. 
  (3) A Member of Congress may designate not more than two employees of the Member as covered congressional employees. 
  (b) Requirements The Secretary may not impose any requirement other than the requirements specified under subsection (e)(1) before treating an employee as a covered congressional employee for purposes of this section. 
  (c) Nonrecognition A covered congressional employee may not be recognized as an agent or attorney under this chapter. 
  (d) Limitation on use of funds None of the amounts made available to carry out this section may be used to design, develop, or administer any training for purposes of providing training to covered congressional employees. 
  (e) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  covered congressional employee means a permanent, full-time employee of a Member of Congress— 
  (A) whose responsibilities include assisting the constituents of the Member with issues regarding departments or agencies of the Federal Government; 
  (B) who satisfies the criteria required by the Secretary for recognition as an agent or attorney under this chapter; and 
  (C) who is designated by the Member of Congress as a covered congressional employee for purposes of this section. 
  (2) The term  database of the Veterans Benefits Administration means any database of the Veterans Benefits Administration in which the records of veterans relating to claims for benefits under the laws administered by the Secretary are retained, including information regarding medical records, compensation and pension exams records, rating decisions, statements of the case, supplementary statements of the case, notices of disagreement, Form–9, and any successor form. 
  (3) The term  Member of Congress means a Representative, a Senator, a Delegate to Congress, or the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico. . 
  (b) Clerical amendment The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter is amended by adding at the end the following new item: 
  
  
 5906. Access of certain congressional employees to veteran records. . 
  (c) No authorization of appropriations No additional funds are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section or the amendments made by this section. This section and such amendments may only be carried out using amounts otherwise authorized to be appropriated, of which, during the period of fiscal years 2018 through 2021, not more than $10,000,000 may be obligated or expended for such purpose. 
 Amend the title so as to read:  A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to permit veterans to grant access to their records in the databases of the Veterans Benefits Administration to certain designated congressional employees, and for other purposes.. 


